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step in the direction of actual annexation," a
remark to which Lord Rosebery, with much
spirit, replied that " he was aware that there had
been some high-handedness ; but that it had been
on the part of the Khedive, who, without notice,
warning, or consultation, had selected as his
Prime Minister a person notoriously unfitted for
the position."

At Constantinople, Sir Clare Ford reported,
there was "a desire amongst the high officials
of the Porte to accept the situation quietly."
Somewhat later, however, when, as I shall pre-
sently show, the British garrison of Cairo was
increased, the Sultan became " exceedingly angry,
particularly as he had lately been boasting to his
entourage that a complete evacuation would
shortly follow." Whatever the cause of the
Sultan's anger might be, the practical effect on
his mind appears to have been identical under all
circumstances, "His Majesty," Sir Clare Ford
reported, "is now quite undecided as to the
attitude he will assume, and is at a loss what to
do."

On the whole, therefore, Mr. Gladstone's
Government had greatly improved its position.
The British nation, as well as foreign Powers,
had been shown that, in case of need, a Liberal
Government could act with vigour, .- The Liberal
Imperialist was strengthened in his allegiance to